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Objectives

● Review available formulation of naloxone
● Explain who should have access to naloxone
● Identify ways to discuss options with patients
● Provide education points for patients and family members
● Discuss liability for administration, prescribing and dispensing of naloxone
● Identify resources to free naloxone
● Compare and contrast doses of naloxone
● Determine if benefits outweigh risks when considering high dose naloxone



Overview





Who should carry Naloxone?

● Anyone who has or may come in contact with someone who may overdose
● Risk factors:

○ Current med review (benzos, high dose opioids)
○ Substance use history
○ Respiratory disorders (COPD, OSA)
○ PDMP review
○ Overdose history
○ Those who may return to a higher dose and no longer tolerant
○ Currently using illicit substances
○ Misusing prescription opioids



Is naloxone right for me?

● Negative connotation to ‘overdose’
○ ‘Accidental overdose’
○ ‘Bad reaction’
○ ‘Opioid safety’
○ ‘Severe side effects’

● Frame opioids as ‘risk-medications’ instead of ‘risky patients’
○ Prescribe for all

● Compare to chronic diseases
○ Diabetes and glucagon
○ Asthma and rescue inhalers

● Patient education resources available







Education Points

Is it safe?

● Can be given by lay persons
● Withdrawal risk

○ Higher doses may cause 
greater withdrawal symptoms

○ Save their life

When to administer:

● Face pale or clammy to touch
● Limp body
● Purple or blue tinge to nails/lips
● Unable to arouse
● Vomiting or gurgling noises
● Breathing or heartbeat 

slows/stops

Call 911!



Education Points Continued…

● Begin CPR if necessary
● Administer naloxone

○ Provide education and allow for teach-back
● Place in recovery position
● Monitor individual

○ Opioid withdrawal
○ Redose in 2-3 minutes 



Prevention of Accidental Overdose

● Take as prescribed
● Never mix with alcohol, sleeping 

meds, etc
● Store appropriately
● Dispose of unused medication

○ DEA drug take back locator
○ FDA flush list
○ At home trash disposal



Good Samaritan Laws

● Covers naloxone administration

Idaho Statute 54-1733B

● Any licensed or registered health 
professional may prescribe and 
dispense naloxone to any person or 
organization

● Allows organizations and 
non-medical staff to provide 
naloxone to people at home

Access to Free Naloxone

● Idaho Harm Reduction Project
○ Request online
○ Postcard program
○ Contact Marjorie Wilson - 

idahoharmreducationproject@gmail.com 

● Idaho Department of Health and 
Welfare
○ Request online
○ https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/servi

ces-programs/behavioral-health/naloxo
ne-information  

mailto:idahoharmreducationproject@gmail.com
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/behavioral-health/naloxone-information
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/behavioral-health/naloxone-information
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/behavioral-health/naloxone-information


High Dose Naloxone - Kloxxado 8 mg NS



High Dose Naloxone - Kloxxado 8 mg NS



Narcan 4 mg NS



Narcan 4 mg NS



Risks

● Both have similar risks
○ Redosing may be required
○ Precipitate opioid withdrawal
○ Partial agonists or mixed agonists/antagonist issues
○ CV effects



Is high dose naloxone worth it?

● Difficult to conclude without direct comparisons
● But… Kloxxado may be beneficial in these situations:

○ Patients with access to illicit substances
■ Potentially laced with fentanyl

○ Methadone users
○ Rural communities

● Though greater risk of opioid withdrawal with higher doses
○ Alternative may be death



Questions?



Resources

US Department of HHS
● Office of the Surgeon General Advisory on Naloxone and Opioid Overdose. 

https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/opioids-and-addiction/naloxone-advisory/index.html 
SAMHSA

● https://www.samhsa.gov/medication-assisted-treatment/medications-counseling-related-conditions/naloxone 
National Institute on Drug Abuse

● https://nida.nih.gov/publications/drugfacts/naloxone 
San Francisco Department of public health

● CA.Detailing_Provider_Education_ final.pdf
California State Board of Pharmacy

● https://www.pharmacy.ca.gov/licensees/naloxone_info.shtml
FDA Package inserts Kloxxado and Narcan
Medscape - Opioid Toxicity Medication Article

● https://emedicine.medscape.com/article/815784-medication#:~:text=Higher%20doses%20may%20be%20necessary,12%20h%20vs%201%20h). 
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

● https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/behavioral-health/overdose-response 
Idaho Legislature - Idaho Statutes Title 5, Chapter 3

● https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title5/t5ch3/sect5-330/ 
NIH

● Naloxone dosage for opioid reversal: current evidence and clinical implications. Therapeutic Advances in Drug Safety. 2018 Jan; 9(1):63-88. Published 
online 2017 December 13. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5753997/. Accessed 3/27/22
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